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One of our Nation’s resounding successes

is our vaccination policy. By age 6, almost 95
percent of children in the United States have
received their recommended vaccinations. It is
no less than amazing that we have been able
to curtail such childhood diseases as polio,
mumps, whopping cough and diphtheria—dis-
eases which once killed hundreds of thou-
sands in the United States.

But, if we are to continue to protect our chil-
dren from such deadly diseases, we cannot let
our guard down. Many may remember the
1990 U.S. measles outbreak which killed 89
people. Measles is a prime example of a dis-
ease that is completely vaccine preventable
which continues to hospitalize and kill people
in the United States. In fact, it is estimated
that over a million people die worldwide from
measles every year, with tens of millions of
cases reported.

We simply cannot become lackadaisical
about vaccinating against diseases, such as
measles, which remains a potent killer in the
rest of the world. That is why I authored a pro-
vision in last year’s Illegal Immigration Reform
and Immigrant Responsibility Act to require in-
coming immigrants to receive certain immuni-
zations before entering the United States. That
provision took effect as of July 1, 1997.

Soon thereafter, I heard from numerous par-
ents of internationally adopted children that
the foreign immunization requirement posed a
unique risk for young orphans adopted from
abroad.

After carefully reviewing their concerns, and
taking into consideration the fact that these
adoptive parents are not familiar with the for-
eign medical community or with the medical
histories of these young orphaned children, I
introduced H.R. 2464 to exempt internationally
adopted children under age 11 from the immi-
gration vaccination requirement.

In addition, these adoptive parents will sign
an affidavit stating that they will have their
adopted children immunized within 30 days of
entering the country or as soon as medically
appropriate. This affidavit will primarily serve
to remind parents of the vital importance of
having their children immunized once they ar-
rive in the United States. Since most children
in the United States receive their vaccinations
by age 6, it is essential that these adopted
children receive their vaccinations as soon as
possible and I am confident that these Amer-
ican parents will responsibly honor the affida-
vit.

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful that enactment of
H.R. 2464 will serve the dual purpose of pro-
tecting internationally adopted children from
foreign vaccination risks while ensuring that
these children receive vaccinations once in the
United States. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 2464.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor bravery and to congratulate Sergeant
Derek Daniel Diaz on his reception of The Citi-
zens’ Choice Award. This award is presented
to America’s finest officers who have gone be-

yond the call of duty to ensure that our com-
munities are secure and our children are safe.
The following story illustrates Sergeant Diaz’s
heroism and serves as an extraordinary exam-
ple of his dedication to our community.

Danger is always a heartbeat away for po-
lice officers, and May 24, 1996 was no excep-
tion for Sergeant Diaz. At 4 a.m., a woman
called 911 and reported that she had just
been shot and gave descriptions of the sus-
pects and their vehicle. Sergeant Diaz volun-
teered to handle the call with the assistance of
five other units. He quickly spotted a car fitting
the description, and followed it until the two
suspects jumped out of the moving vehicle
which then crashed.

The suspects who were now on foot split up
and Sergeant Diaz chased the driver and tack-
led him in an alley. Officer Byron Joseph then
arrived on the scene, and despite the com-
bined strength of the two officers, a violent
struggle ensued with all three falling to the
ground. Suddenly, the suspect produced a pis-
tol and shot Sergeant Diaz in the base of the
neck and Officer Joseph in the arm.

Sergeant Diaz, wounded and on the ground,
looked up to see the suspect preparing to
shoot Officer Joseph again. Fearing for the life
of his fellow officer, Sergeant Diaz prevented
the suspect from killing Officer Joseph and
with a single shot, fatally wounding the sus-
pect. Sergeant Diaz then collapsed to the
ground.

Sergeant Diaz’s courage and will to survive
undoubtedly saved the life of Officer Joseph
as well as his own. But in spite of this heroic
act and countless others, Sergeant Diaz re-
fuses to accept The Citizens’ Choice Award
only for himself. Rather, he is a custodian of
this award for all police officers who put their
lives on the line every night and every day.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues,
please join me in honoring Sergeant Diaz for
his bravery and heroism and upon reception of
The Citizens’ Choice Award. This recognition
is long overdue.
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to recognize Mary Clardy, an extraor-
dinary young woman whom, I am proud to
say, is a constituent of the 18th Congressional
District of Texas. I want to congratulate Ms.
Clardy for her selection as the 1997 Peter J.
Salmon National Blind Employee of the Year
by National Industries for the Blind.

The Peter J. Salmon Award is given annu-
ally by the National Institute for the Blind to a
blind employee working at one of the insti-
tute’s 87 associated agencies throughout the
country. The award recognizes outstanding
achievement at work by a blind employee and
this year is given to Ms. Clardy for her desire
to, in her own words, ‘‘make it on her own.’’

Mary Clardy is dedicated and determined.
Blind since birth, Ms. Clardy, age 37, has ex-
celled professionally as a telecommunications
operator at the Veteran’s Affairs Medical Cen-
ter in Houston, TX.

Ms. Clardy’s supervisor at the VA says that
Ms. Clardy represents everything that a good

employee should be. Her exemplary perform-
ance at work, and her dedication and enthu-
siasm for her job are an inspiration.

Ms. Clardy has said, ‘‘I found out that, de-
spite a misdiagnosis that I was mentally re-
tarded, despite the fact that I have epilepsy,
and despite the fact that I can not see, I can
learn and I can work. It’s that simple.’’

At an early age, Mary Clardy was told that
she would be lucky to land a job as an assem-
bly line worker. Today, however, she handles
up to 70 calls an hour at the VA’s switch-
board, many requiring emergency response
techniques.

Mary Clardy was born prematurely in
Hobbs, NM in 1960. She developed retrolental
fibroplasia at birth from a high level of oxygen
emitted from an incubator and lost her sight.
She graduated in 1978 from the School for the
Blind in Muskogee, OK, moved on to Arkan-
sas Enterprises for the Blind in Little Rock,
AR, and then attended the Crisis Cole Reha-
bilitation Center in Austin, TX.

In 1983, the Lighthouse of Houston hired
Ms. Clardy to work on contract assembly jobs.
She says, ‘‘I worked for almost 10 years at a
job that everyone thought I was suited for, but
it wasn’t what I wanted.’’

When a clerical program started at the
Lighthouse, Mary Clardy convinced her coun-
selor at the Texas Commission for the Blind to
enroll her. Over the next year, she learned to
type and operate a computer. She then
pushed to be one of the first students at the
Lighthouse’s customer service training pro-
gram. That led her to her current position at
the Lighthouse as one of six telecommuni-
cations operators working at the VA Medical
Center. Ms. Clardy credits the Lighthouse for
helping her to develop the skills for this job,
which she views as another step toward com-
petitive employment. ‘‘If you want something
bad enough, there is always a way to achieve
it,’’ she says. This is a winning attitude and
one that has carried Mary Clardy to great suc-
cess.

Congratulations, Mary Clardy, on your re-
ceipt of this award. I commend you for your
hard work, your dedication, and your strength
of spirit.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Bronx Community College, part of
the City University of New York and an invalu-
able Bronx institution, which will celebrate its
40th anniversary on October 22.

Back in 1957, thanks to the efforts of some
civic-minded groups in the Bronx to meet the
need for increased higher education facilities
in the ‘‘Borough of Universities and Progress’’,
Bronx Community College was established.
An energetic president, Dr. Morris Meister,
launched an enterprise that was ultimately to
help tens of thousands of ambitious people
find a place a advance in the business world.
Classes began in February 1959 at the former
site of the Bronx High School of Science at
Creston Avenue and 184th Street.
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